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Three members of the Rio de Janeiro Military Police (PM) have been placed under arrest in
connection with the highly-publicized July 23 murder of eight youths. The arrests followed a
weekend of intense street protests demanding an end to military impunity. The eight homeless
youths were shot to death while sleeping. Six of the children were killed in front of the Candelaria
Church when a group of men dressed in PM uniforms sprayed about 45 children sleeping there
with gunfire. The men then shot and killed two more boys who were sleeping on the grounds of
the Museum of Modern Art. According to initial investigations, the attack was in retaliation for
an incident the previous day, when local street children reportedly pelted a PM patrol car with
rocks in an attempt to stop PM officers from arresting another youth. Survivors of the shooting, as
well as a witness who was present at the scene, identified the assailants as PM agents. According
to presidential spokesperson Francisco Baker, President Itamar Franco ordered a "rigorous
investigation" of the incident. "As a father, as a citizen, and as a president, I am horrified by these
acts," said Franco. The murder rate of street children has increased dramatically in recent years,
despite an ongoing government campaign to reduce violence against "social outcasts." According to
the Center for the Representation of Marginalized Peoples a private social welfare organization in
the state of Rio de Janeiro there were 306 killings of street children under 18 reported in 1991, 424 in
1992 and 320 during the first half of 1993 alone. While most acute in Rio de Janeiro, the problem of
violence against street children exists at a national level. One Brazilian congressional investigation
conducted in 1992 found that over 4,600 street children had been killed throughout the country in
the previous three years. Another 1992 study conducted by the Brazilian Bar Association (OAB)
found that members of the PM were responsible for approximately one-third of the killings of street
children nationwide. The PM is directly associated with rising urban violence in Rio de Janeiro and
other major metropolitan areas. For example, the number of civilians killed by PM agents in the city
of Sao Paulo increased from 294 in 1988 to 1,470 in 1992. "Brazil's police are the most authoritarian
in Latin America," Paulo Sergio Pinatiro, director of the Center for the Study of Violence at the
University of Sao Paulo told the New York Times. "In terms of violence and torture, no democratic
country can beat us." The problem of insufficient government control over the security forces
was reiterated by Ivanir dos Santos, executive secretary of the Center for the Representation of
Marginalized Peoples. "The problem is impunity," he said. "This massacre is the fourth in three
years. If the government never takes a hard and serious attitude, the police will keep killing." On
July 27, in apparent response to the massive domestic and international outcry generated by the July
23 murders, a Civilian Police agent and three other men were arrested on charges of murdering four
youths in the city of Recife, Pernambuco state. The four confessed to the murders, which occurred in
September 1992. Meanwhile, earlier in the month, the Alagoas state Department of Public Security
issued a communique reporting the capture of members of a death squad accused of at least 59
murders since 1991. The death squad was headed by a second lieutenant and three sergeants from
the PM in Alagoas. A total of 16 members of the state PM were active members of the death squad,
nine of whom are currently fugitives. According to the communique, the death squad had been
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contracted by businesspeople in order to eliminate "socially undesirable individuals," including
street children, petty criminals, drug dealers and prostitutes. Meanwhile, government officials are
examining different proposals aimed at confronting the problem of street children. On July 26,
President Franco met with the Ministers of Justice and Social Welfare, Mauricio Correa and Jutahy
Magalhaes, and with Rio de Janeiro state governor Leonel Brizola. At the meeting, Franco presented
a proposal which would implement several mechanisms for getting children off the streets of Rio.
Under Franco's proposal, the children could be housed at least temporarily in special centers,
including military barracks. Correa also suggests legal reforms which would allow PM members
accused of crimes to be tried in civilian courts. According to the OAB report mentioned above, the
number of civilian deaths caused by PM agents has steadily increased since 1977, the year when the
PM was placed under military jurisdiction. (Sources: Deutsche Press Agentur, 07/23/93; United Press
International, 07/24/93; Associated Press, 07/23/93, 07/26/93; New York Times, 07/24/93, 07/27/93;
Spanish news service EFE, 07/18/93, 07/23/93, 07/25-27/93; Agence France-Presse, 07/23/93, 07/24/93,
07/26-28/93)
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